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On April 5, the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) reported that industrial output
in February this year was down 16.6% compared to the same month in 1990. The 12-month rate was
estimated at a negative 12%. Manufacturing registered an 18% decline relative to February 1990.
The most spectacular reduction, 30%, was recorded for transport materials output. Next in line
were electrical materials, down 28%, and metallurgy, down 21%. The only exception was mineral
extraction, up 6% in January compared to January 1990. Mining output showed an 11% increase in
February relative to the same month last year. (Basic data from AFP, 04/05/91)
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